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Autumn 2016

NEW RESERVATION SYSTEM 

FOR AUDIO-DESCRIBED EVENTS
by Eileen Rivoir

In an attempt to better serve our patrons, the audio-
description (AD) service will now be requiring reservations for 
ALL audio-described activities.  Beginning with our September 
shows, any patron planning on utilizing the audio description 
service for any of our listed performances must contact the 
SLSG office no later than two weeks before the performance 
date. The Centre region now offers a wealth of local amateur 
and professional active theater troupes. It typically takes three 
audio describers to provide our service for each show. The two 
week reservation system will limit unnecessary hours of 
preparation, and provide an improved experience for each 
particular patron.  

IMPORTANT:  If two weeks prior to any listed performance, the 
office has not received any requests for audio description, we 
will CANCEL the service at that time for that event. Many of the 
shows do require a purchase of tickets; please make a habit of 
calling the office immediately when (or preferably before!) you 
make your ticket purchase.
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This year we will be focusing on types of performances that 
have proven the most popular in the past. However, we want to 
hear from you! Please contact us if you do have an interest that 
we are not addressing; we welcome your input! In the past, 
upon request, we have described baseball games, museum 
tours, an artist's home, gardens and more. This fall we will be 
describing a cinematic ballet broadcast, and may extend that 
service to the opera live broadcasts if there is an enthusiastic 
audience.

So remember: Plan ahead, explore what is offered, notify the 
SLSG office (814-238-0132 or office@slsg.org), purchase your 
tickets if required, and enjoy the arts!

AUTUMN 2016 AUDIO-DESCRIBED EVENTS

Who might benefit from Audio Description? Anyone who 
sometimes finds it difficult to see the details of a performance! 
You don't need to be blind to make use of audio description. If 
you, or someone you know, use a magnifier or large print books 
at home, then live audio description could enhance your theater 
experience.

Remember, the audio-description service is free of charge, but 
reservations now MUST BE MADE TWO WEEKS in advance by 
contacting the Sight-Loss Support Group of Central PA at 814-
238-0132 or office@slsg.org. Purchase of tickets may be 
required; please refer to each event's synopsis below for 
specific ticket reservation information. 

Please remember to arrive 30 minutes before curtain time to 
check out the AD equipment, and to listen to in-depth, pre-
show notes that begin 15 minutes before the performance. The 
pre-show notes are researched and written by the audio 
describers and greatly enhance your time at the theater.  
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PLAY MURDER!: Monday, September 19, 2016, 7:30 pm, 
Nittany Theatre at the Barn.

A new original comedy by "Sterling Sax", Play 
Murder! promises to be "delightfully new and very funny." 
Directed by David Saxe and produced for the first time 
anywhere, this mystery, which takes place in a barn, has found 
its home at the Boal Barn. 

The Nittany Theatre is generously allowing audio description at 
their final dress rehearsal of the show for those with sight loss 
and a driver. No ticket is necessary, but please contact the 
SLSG by emailing office@slsg.org or by phoning 814-238-0132 
by September 5 for reservations, and to verify the 7:30 pm 
curtain time.  Please arrive by 7:00 pm to receive equipment 
and listen to helpful pre-show production notes.

 

ASSASSINS: Wednesday, September 28, 2016, 7:30 
pm, Penn State Downtown Theater.

FUSE Productions presents Assassins, a musical with 
"intelligently stunning music and beautiful lyrics" by Stephen 
Sondheim and book by John Weidman. It uses the premise of a 
murderous carnival game to produce a revue-style portrayal of 
men and women who attempted (successfully or not) to 
assassinate Presidents of the United States. The music varies to 
reflect the popular music of the eras depicted. FUSE is 
generously allowing a limited number of tickets at a discounted 
price to those with sight loss and their driver. Patrons may use 
the student price online at http://fuseproductions.org, or 
mention it when phoning 814-380-8672. 

Please arrive by 7:00 pm for equipment and pre-show notes. 
Remember to contact the SLSG office (814-238-0132/ 
office@slsg.org ) no later than September 17 to request this 
audio-described service.
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THE BOLSHOI BALLET IN CINEMA, THE GOLDEN AGE: 
Sunday, Oct. 23, 2016, 3:00 pm, The State Theatre.
The State Theatre will use it's cinematic magic to transport us 
to the Bolshoi Ballet via their movie screen. With its jazzy 
score, The Golden Age, with music by Dmitri Shostakovitch and 
performed by the Boshoi Ballet, is a refreshing, colorful and 
dazzling satire of Europe in the Roaring 20's. Tickets must be 
purchased for this screening, and are available online 
(https://web.ovationtix.com/trs/pe/10109951) or by phoning 
the State Theatre box office at 814-272-0606. 

Please arrive by 2:30 pm for equipment and pre-show notes, 
and contact the SLSG office (814-238-0132/  office@slsg.org ) 
no later than October 9 to request the audio-description 
service.

OTHER LOCAL PERFORMANCES: Please check our website, 
www.slsg.org for additional local audio-described shows as 
they become available. There are typically some excellent 
holiday performances offered that have not yet been publicly 
advertised.

CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
Tickets for 2017 audio-described performances at the Center 
for the Performing Arts at Penn State are now on sale! Obtain 
your tickets early, as some of the popular shows sell out early! 
More info on each show in our winter newletter, or check the 
CPA audio description web page 
at http://cpa.psu.edu/eventswithad.

42nd STREET, Jan 17, 2017

ONCE, Jan 31, 2017

PIPPIN, March 21, 2017

RENT, April 6, 2017
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The Center for the Performing Arts has funding to provide a 
limited number of complimentary tickets under their 
accessibility program, and many of the local theater groups 
also often provide discounted tickets for our members. Please 
inquire at the appropriate ticket office when requesting tickets, 
or, for Eisenhower Center for the Performing Arts, phone 814-
865-5011 and ask for Shannon. Remember, to use the audio-
description service, you must also contact the SLSG office by 
email (office@slsg.org) or by phone (814-238-0132) at least 
two weeks prior to the performance.

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF PA 

2016 CONVENTION 
By Josie Kantner Smith

Once again the National Federation of the Blind of PA is holding 
its annual convention in State College from Friday, November 
11th – Sunday, November 13th at the Atherton Hotel. Be 
prepared for a meeting of the minds, a gathering of the canes, 
and a new worldview. A worldview free of “I can’t” or “don’t 
try”; one that assumes parity and equality for blind people. If 
you’ve never been to a National Federation of the Blind (NFB) 
convention, it is an eye opening experience. Our very own NFB 
Happy Valley chapter is hosting this year’s state convention. 

Highlights of Friday’s offerings include a Parents of Blind 
Children Seminar, a meeting to discuss the special needs of 
deaf-blind persons, and a PA Association of Blind Students 
seminar. On Saturday, the main day of the convention, there 
will be a variety of speakers including reports from the national 
NFB, the PA Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services and the 
National Library Services for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped. An evening banquet wraps up the day. Find more 
information and register on-line at nfbp.org/convention. To 
make your hotel reservations call the Atherton Hotel directly 
(814-231-2100) and mention the NFB of PA to receive the 
special conference room rate. 
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ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY EXPO 2016

The PaTTAN Assistive Technology (AT) EXPO, held each 
November, is the perfect venue to see the latest offerings in 
assistive technology. This year the EXPO is being held in 
Harrisburg on Wednesday, November 9th at PaTTAN 
headquarters. The AT EXPO provides educators, families and 
service providers opportunities to explore a broad range of AT 
devices and software. Exhibitors include manufacturers of 
products for individuals with blindness/low vision including 
magnification devices and alternative computer access. 
Products for augmentative and alternative communication, as 
well as tools to support students who struggle with reading and 
writing will also be available. 

JOINT SLSG AND HLAA NOVEMBER MEETING

Please join us on Monday, November 14 for a joint meeting of 
the Sight-Loss Support Group and the Hearing Loss Association 
of America, Central PA Chapter. Our joint meeting in May 
explored sensory processing difficulties by “connecting the 
dots” between our brain and our two primary sensory systems, 
vision and hearing. The presentation was enthusiastically 
received so we decided upon a second collaboration in 
November. The topic for our November meeting has not been 
finalized so stay tuned to the Sight-Loss Support Group website 
for further details. The meeting will be held at Foxdale Village 
at 7:00 pm.



FIVE GREAT READING APPS FOR BOOK LOVERS

(The following article is adapted from a blog by Priscilla Rogers 
on the VisionAware website)

Electronic access to books has changed the way we read. For 
visually impaired people, the e-reading revolution has been life 
changing. If a loss of vision has estranged you from a love of 
reading, it’s time to rethink things. Access to tablet computers 
like the iPad and e-readers like the Kindle Fire has put reading 
back in the hands of readers who are visually impaired. You 
may find that you can read as much or more than you ever did.

For individuals with vision loss, these devices increase the 
overall ease of access to print. The digital formatting of print 
into electronic text allows for enlarging text by changing font 
size or through screen magnification. Also, screen reading 
software like Apple’s VoiceOver can read text out loud with a 
synthesized voice. These devices quickly connect to the 
Internet and function as audio receivers, streaming newspaper 
reading services and audio recordings of books and magazines. 
We now have unprecedented access to a vast array of reading 
content. 

There are many great apps to use for reading on a tablet and 
many are free. The five apps outlined below in alphabetical 
order will get you started. 

AIRS-LA: This is the app for the Audio Information Reading 
Service of Los Angeles. Fortunately, you don’t have to be from 
LA to access the wide range of audio content available for users 
who are blind or visually impaired. 
Content includes current national newspapers and magazines, 
lectures, and podcasts. Most of the material is read by a human 
voice and can be downloaded or streamed at no charge. 



BARD Mobile: The Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD) 
is a service of the National Library Service (NLS) Talking Book 

program. The BARD website allows users of the free lending 
service to download books and magazines directly from the 
Library of Congress website. 

The BARD mobile app has made this process much simpler and 
more portable. Reading material is downloaded directly to the 
app and when the book is open it is read using an interface 
much like the Talking Book player many of us are already 
using. As a member of the Talking Book program you may 
register to download books from BARD with a computer or the 
BARD mobile app on an Android or Apple device. One great 
advantage of downloading books and magazines to your mobile 
device is that you don’t need to return them – they stay on your 
device as long as you want them and have room to store them. 

iBlink Radio: This app transforms your mobile device into a 
streaming audio receiver that provides hundreds of hours of 
programing. iBlink offers the reader a comprehensive listing of 
community reading services with genres such as “Blindness 
Resources”, “Audio Tutorials”, “Podcasts”, etc. A huge variety 
of audio content is available from iBlink. For Kindle Fire users, 
iBlink is available from the Amazon app store. It is also 
available from the Apple App Store and Google Play Store. 

NFB Newsline: The National Federation of the Blind (NFB) has 
offered the newspaper reading service, NFB Newsline, for years 
via the telephone. Today, there are many more advanced 
options for newspaper content delivery through the NFB 
website. The NFB Newsline app allows Apple users to download 
content from newspapers, magazines and local TV listings 
directly to an iOS device. To subscribe to Newsline call (410) 
659-9314 or visit the NFB website.  

Voice Dream Reader: This app has been available from the App 
Store for iOS for several years and is now available for Android 
devices. Voice Dream Reader will open a wide variety of book 
formats and files, including the DAISY file from Bookshare, E-



pub, Word, PDF, and Web pages. This app works well with 
VoiceOver and is a real gem for the print reader with low 
vision. Font size, line spacing and background and text colors 
can all be changed. The text automatically wraps to eliminate 
scrolling left to right. The reader can even highlight text and jot 
notes in the margins making the reading experience much like 
reading print books before vision loss changed things.

In the words of Emily Dickinson - 
“There is no frigate like a book to take us Lands away….”

Enjoy the verbal voyage more than ever.

NEED A MAGNIFIER?
Two Screen Magnifier Systems (X50) have been donated to the 
Sight-Loss-Support Group.  These are available to be loaned at 

no cost to a visually-impaired individual. One is an Optelec 
System about the size of a microwave oven, the other is a 

Video Eye Sidekick System mounted on a small table. If you are 
interested in using one of these systems in your home, please 

contact the office (814-238-0132 or office@slsg.org). 
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         Sight-Loss Support Group                    
                of Central PA, Inc.    
                P.O. Box 782                                       
                Lemont, PA 16851             
             

A Proud 
Member
Agency of:

Remember to check our website (www.slsg.org) for 
announcements, updates and further information.

THE OUTLOOK
Autumn 2016
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